
Quick Search

The Quick Search function is located on the left-hand
column of all screens. It allows quick and easy searches for
drugs, companies, patents, or authors. Through Quick
Search, you can also search for a word anywhere in the
database.

Clicking on the Search button initiates the search. 

Example: Search for ‘aripiprazole’.

Type the word in the Quick Search box.

Select the Drug option from the drop down menu.

Click Search.

Wild Cards – Truncation Symbols

Wild cards can be used in both the Quick Search and the Text Search
functions. The truncation symbol is %. This finds any character or
combination of characters after the root of the word. For example, efa% finds
efaproxiral or efalizumab, etc.

Text Search

Text Search enables quick and easy searching for text from anywhere in the
database.

You may limit your search to particular report types or specific fields within the
reports, e.g.: Title, or Abstract.
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In this mini guide, you will find

out how to:

� Use Quick Search to find a

key word or phrase

� Use wild cards to broaden

your search

� Text search from anywhere

in the database

� Find recently added data or

information with Guided

Search

� Use Browse Database to

browse drug, company,

meeting, and patent

reports
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Take these easy steps to complete your text search

� Enter your desired text in the text box. You may enter single words and
phrases. Truncation (%) is supported. Up to five combinations of text and
fields may be entered.

� Use the check boxes to select which type(s) of IDdb report you wish to
search or alternatively select ‘Any IDdb report’ to search all reports.

� Use the drop down box to select the field that you would like to search.

� Use the radio button to select Any or All of the above words.

� Selecting Any is equivalent to searching with a logical OR, so each result
will contain at least one of the terms entered.

� Selecting All is equivalent to searching with a logical AND, so each result
must contain all the terms entered.

� Use the Date drop down box to restrict the search to only include data that
has been added or updated within the dates shown, for example last 7 days,
30 days, or 90 days. The default is no date limit.

� Finally, click Search to initiate the search. All text in the selected sources
will be searched for the word(s) entered in the text box.

Guided Search

This is used to find the most recent information added or changed in 
the database.

Select a search by checking the appropriate radio button and selecting a time
period from the drop down menu.

Click on Search.
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Browse Database

Use this section to browse the reports recently added to
the database, the four categories are Drugs, Companies,
Meetings, and Patents. Each category shows a list of all
reports added to the database in the past week. Use the
left-hand bar to move between the individual categories.

Search

In each section of Browse Database, the Search box can
be used to search for a word or phrase in the reports.
Click on the radio button to choose whether to search
all the reports in the database or just those in the latest
update.

E-mail Alerts

Also from this section of the database, you can choose to
get alerts by e-mail. This will automatically send you an
e-mail providing you with links to all the latest reports
added to the database. Simply click on the link and
choose the frequency you wish to be e-mailed, making
sure your e-mail address is correct in the send to box and
click confirm to activate. You will then receive an e-mail
with links to all the alerts in that category at the
frequency chosen. For example, Meetings Alerts will contain links to all the
latest meeting reports added to the database.

Browse Drugs

Drugs Update shows the drug reports added to the database in the last week.
To view these, either click directly on the drug name or check the box next to
the name, and then click on Show Checked. Check more than one box to view
multiple reports.

Browse by Drug Name

Find any drug report by typing all or part of a drug name and click Look Up.

Click on the link to view the report.
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Browse Companies

Companies Update shows the company reports added to the database in the
last week. To view these, either click directly on the company name or check
the box next to the name, and then click on show checked. Check more than
one box to view multiple reports.

Browse by Company Name

Find a company by typing in all or part of the company name and click Look
Up. Use the links to
view the company
report or list all the
drugs and patents
for that company.

Browse Meetings

Meetings Update shows the meeting
reports added to the database in the last
week. To view these, either click directly
on the title of the meeting or check the
box next to the title and then click on
Show Checked. To view multiple
reports, check more than one box.

Also in this section, you can use the Browse function to locate meetings by name.

Simply enter a meeting name, use the drop-down list to choose the year of the
meeting, and then click on Look Up to initiate the search.

Browse Patents

Patent Update shows the
patent reports added to the
database in the latest
update. To view the full
patent report, either click on
the title of the patent report
or check the box next to the title and then click on Show Checked. To view
multiple reports, check more than one box. The list of patents can be sorted by
patent number or by company by checking the corresponding radio button and
clicking on Re-sort. The contents table can be used to display reports from the
different categories of patent.

To browse back through the database for patents added in
earlier updates, use the pull-down menu and select the
update you wish to view.

Copyright © 2004 The Thomson Corporation    10/04 P-4056-3

If you need help in using
IDdb, we are only a phone
call or a quick e-mail away.
We operate customer
support help desks in
London, Philadelphia, and
Tokyo, and we look forward
to hearing from you.

Europe, Middle East, and Africa
+44 (0)20 7344 2999
TS.support.emea@thomson.com

North America
+1 800 336 4474, extension 1591
+1 215 386 0100, extension 1591
TS.support.americas@thomson.com

Japan
+81 (0)3 3538 2531
TS.support.jp@thomson.com

Asia Pacific
+65 6879 4118
TS.support.asia@thomson.com
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